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What Forgiveness is NOT...

d.

“Ignoring” those who wrong us, while harboring contempt toward the
offender.

Forgiveness is Not merely “refusing to repay evil for evil,” while still
harboring bitterness and ill will.

Forgiveness is Not “putting the offender on probation” until we feel
safe or comfortable in knowing they’ll never harm us again.

What is Forgiveness?
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Of SIN - the pardoning of sin in which GOD absolves the sinner of the
guilt and liability of eternal wrath as a consequence of Sin.

Offenses toward us by others - in which we no longer hold animosity,
bitterness, or ill will toward the offender. The sincere absolving of
another for an offense committed.

Forgiveness Exemplified...
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Esau forgives Jacob (Gen 33:4ff)

Joseph forgives his brothers (Gen 45:5-15; 50:15-21)

Moses forgave Miriam and Aaron (Num 12:1-13)

David forgave Saul (I Sam 24:9-22)

Parable of Father who forgives wayward son (Luke 15:11-32)

Signs that True Forgiveness has Taken Place...
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Do I secretly rejoice when I hear of my offender’s bad news? (prov 24:17)
Do I purposefully avoid my offender’s presence?

Do I speak to my former offender hesitatingly and only under duress?
Do I vividly remember the wrong committed?

Do I personally and quietly obsess over pass wrong?

Would I happily and anxiously go to God in prayer on their behalf?
Have I sought an opportunity to do them good?



