* UNGRATEFUL *

WITERE ARE ,
RELEINIIN B

“WERE THERE NOT TEN CLEANSED? BUT WHRE ARE THE NINE?” - Luke 17:11-19

THANKFULNESS, should be a reoccurring event on every Christian’s
calendar!

I. GRATITUDE is Not Optional!!!

a. We are commanded to be grateful (Col 2:7, 3:15 / Eph 5:20)

b. Itis the will of God to be thankful (I Thes 5:18)

c. We must do the will of God to enter the kingdom of heaven
(Matt 7:21)

d. We are instructed to “Give” thanks.., not “Feel” or “Think”
thanks! - Psalms 107:1-2 “Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for
He is good! For His mercy endures forever.”

II. Common place things are often taken for granted
a. Ordinary things of life are often forgotten and
unappreciated
b. We are often Thankless because we are so Thoughtless
c. Recently, we had an Ice Storm in our area and the Electricity
went out for a good number of residents. Imagine life
without modern conveniences:
i. No Refrigerator
ii. No Washing Machine or Dryer
iii. No Electric Ovens/Stoves
iv. No Televisions
v. No Radio
vi. No Computers
vii. No Cell Phones...



III. Things Valued are often Things Appreciated
a. “But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss
for Christ.” - Phil 3:7
i. The apostle Paul was in prison when he wrote the
book of Ephesians and Philippians.
ii. From prison Paul wrote:
1. “Giving thanks always for all things” - Eph 5:20
2. “Do all things without murmurings and
disputing” — Phil 2:14

b. You treasure what you value
i. “...one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the
things he possesses” / “But God said to him, ‘Fool! This
night your soul will be required of you; then whose will
those things be which you have provided?- Lk 12:15, 20
ii. “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole
world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give
in exchange for his soul?” - Mark 8:36-37

c. True VALUE which We Should Appreciate & Be Thankful for
i. Ihave remission of my sins - Acts 2:38
ii. Ihave a mansion in heaven - John 14:2
iii. [ have peace that passeth understanding - Phil 4:7
iv. T have joy unspeakable - I Pet 1:8
v. I have a Divine love that never fails - I Cor 13:8
vi. A faithful wife - Prov 31:10
vii. Devoted children - Ex 20:12
viii. True and loyal friends - Prov 18:24
ix. A Crown of Life - James 1:12



A PSALM OF APPRECIATION
Psalm 23

REASONS TO BE THANKFUL

L Our Shepherd CARES
a. “The Lord is my shepherd”
i. If we really understood the love and care of the Shepherd, we
would find rest for our weary souls
ii. The Shepherd not only owns His sheep, but He knows them
iii. The Shepherd’s sheep are His #1 Priority and Responsibility
iv. Every sheep matters - Isaiah 40:11
b. “He makes me to lie down in green pastures”
i. Pastures are the product of hard work: He clears out the Rocks,
Bushes, Stumps, etc.
ii. He clears the way for the Rocks of Unbelief, Bushes of Self-will,
Stumps of Bitterness.., enabling us the sheep to lie down

IL Our Shepherd GUIDES
a. “He Restores my Soul”
i. God is working even when we “think” He’s idle: He’s works
when...
1. The doctor diagnoses us with an incurable disease
When our best friends betray us
When we're distraught because our plans fail
When we are too weak & depressed to even pray
When we are too faithless to hope!
ii. The Shepherd turns us around in order to “Restore our souls”
iii. Sometimes sheep follow paths made by the thief who tries to
lure us away
iv. He deals with Wandering Sheep - “Before I was afflicted, [ went
astray, but now I keep Your word.” - Psalm 119:67
v. He heals the broken hearted... - Psalm 147:3
b. “Paths of righteousness”
i. After restoration, our Lord leads us in the path of

GECINN

Righteousness

ii. The Shepherd’s patience is a testimony to His commitment to
the sheep

iii. The Shepherd never leads us except where He Himself has
been



A PSALM OF APPRECIATION
Psalm 23

REASONS TO BE THANKFUL (Continued)
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IV.

Our Shepherd PROVIDES

d.

“Yea, thought I walk through the valley of the shadow of death...”
i. The Shepherd provided Protection
ii. The valley is symbolic of the thing that tries our faith the most
iii. No need to be frightened by Shadows.., we get fearful of
Shadows when we mistake the physical shadow for Spiritual
Reality
iv. Sheep have virtually no defenses.., nor are they fast runners
although that’s their best option - but the Shepherd has our
back!
1. We must flee youthful lusts - I Tim 2:22
2. We must put on the whole armor of God - Eph 6:11
“Thy rod and staff they comfort me”
i. Rod symbolizes the Word of GOD
ii. Staff symbolizes the tender guidance (Comforter) of the
Shepherd
“You prepare a table...”
i. The Good Shepherd not only Protects, but He PROVIDES
ii. Provides Oil to anoint His anointed - Oil was put on the head of
the sheep and used as a repellent from insects
Cup runs over”
i. He provides Blessing for His sheep
“Goodness and mercy”
i. Jesus promised to prepare a place for us - Jn 14:2

“

Our Shepherd KEEPS

a.
b.

The Shepherd is able to keep His sheep - Jn 10:28

The Shepherd is the door - “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he
will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.” - Jn 10:9

The Shepherd states 5 times (in John 9:10, 11, 15, 17, 18) that He lays
down His life... and this He willingly did for His sheep!

The Shepherd wants us to have an abundant life - Jn 10:10

The sheep’s are security is in the Shepherd who will never abandon
them - Hebrews 13:5

The sheep are secure because they know the Shepherd’s voice - Jn
10:27



